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Called in Duꝶ to joyn therein. 3 
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Anſwering OBJEC "TIONS made by II o 
Ignorant Men, againſt thoſe Pious and U/eful Perl 
lions, who out of Love to GOD and their Neigß 
Vourt, do reckon themſclves obliged in Con 
ſcience, to Inform againſt the E Fre; > = 
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againſt Prophaneneſs and Immorality, G. 
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and Women would be ſuch Friends to themſelves, their Religion and Countre 
3 any Perſwaſives, they would be Active and beftir themſelves, in 


ragements in that good Work, and that not only from Debauchees, but eves 
fome who une to Religion ; So that tho there hath been of late ſome 


to hear any Dilations made to them thereanent: Yet not fo many, as mighit ha; 


been expected, have been pleaſed to ſhew their Love to GOD and their Neig 
bours, by giving INFORMATION to Magifrats, Minifers, or others, of tl 


to Excerpt and Cull ont what is here. written, from ſome Prints lately come abrog 
chat the fame might be publiſhed, and more eafily*conveyed to the aud, 
ſome, who, its .hoped, upon reading thereof, will not any: longer ly” by 1 
© Gallio, and anconcerned 9 29] of 


printed) does moſt clearly and convincingly prove, "That "Informing againft 


Conſcience, and muſt anſwer to GOD for the neglect of it. 


chou doeſt not uſe the beſt means thou can to reclaim him. Aattb. 18. and 2 


EBlelpbemiti, S And by Parity of Reaſon, may hg extended ro other grofs 
fee Duh 2 f, 181h. and 19 6/ꝗ·f..r]nU u rn 8 
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% ROPHANITY AND VICE, are known to be ſoDeſtruQive to 8g 
and Body, Diſhonourable to the Holy Chriſtian Religion, Oppolic'y 
the Laws of GOD, and Laws of this, and other well governed Kin 
dms; That one may readily. think, the fame ſhould find littſe Encal 
" © ragement in this Nation, but that, on the contrary, all Reaſonable Mi 


ſing all Legal Methods for Supprefſing Immoraliry and Vice. 0 „ „„ 
+ Ik Celis the Wickedneſs and Folly of many of this preſent A „that the 
who appear in Oppoſing the Deluge of Prophaneneſ, meet witk many Difca 


made for ſuppreſſing Vice, and that MAGISTRATS have ſhown ſome Readine 


And therefore, it was thought convenient,” yet further to infòrce to that Dut 


manner, as hicherto they have done: 
A late Reverend, Learned, and Pious- Mr. GILBE RT RUL 4 : n his- a 
Weekly Sermons he preached before his Death, (the Subſtance- whereof” . 


Tmmoral,” is a Duty enjoined by the LORD, which all Chriſtians are b 


id tax 
And cherein he adduces, FIRST ; Scripture Precepts, as Levit. 19. and 17. 
ſhalt not hate thy Brother in thy Heart, Thou ſhalt in any ways rebuke thy Neighbour,” 
nor ſuffer Sin upon him.. Where, tho* Reproving,” and not - Informing, is mentions 
yet the Reaſon in the Text reacheth the one, 'as well as the other, If thou 
prove, and the Sinner doth. not Reform, Tf thou bring ãt not before them * * 
an cutb him, thou ſũffereſt Sin upon him, and hateſt him in thy Heart; Beed 


ex preſs to this -purpoſe, fo is Levi. the 51h. and 1f. And if 4 Son Sin 2nd 
the Voice of. Swear ing, and « @ Witneſs,” whether he hath ſeen er known of I, if. he di 
Atte be ſhall bear bis Iniquity. The Word may be 'undefftoed-of EA 
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SECONDLY, By Seripture Exampl.s, Ezra the grb. and 1f. The PRINCES be- 
Em: 1NEOR MERS;and thought not this Duty below them, ſee 1 Cor. I. and 1116, 
EHRDLY, He proves it by Reaſon, and aſſerts it is the Duty of every one, that 
Wech.in any Society, to make Conſcience to ſeek the Good and. Standing there- 
EF: Now groſs Sins and Immoralities, are the ſpeedieſt and moſt effeual: . 
Fays.and- Means, to ruine a Church or Nation, Hof. 4thand 15th, Ila. 241 b. 5 tb. ib. 
Ve ſuffering, of Sin to abound, (by omicting of what is our Duty fer curbing 
Fit) is as if we ſaw ſome opening 4 Sluce, where the whole Counttey is like 
$ be drowned, and yet neither do hinder it, nor give Notice to them, who: 
e hinder it: Or, as if we ſaw a Houſe on Fire, and mace no Help, nor call 
Wr any Help to quench it, would not all the World condemn us, as Careleſs and 
concerned Wretches, if, in ſuch a Caſe, we ſhould not put to our Hands, or 
ke ſome Appearance? Again, groſs ſinning is open Rebellion againſt the GOD 
LE Heaven, and Treaſon againſt his Crown ape Dignity. Now, if Concealing, 
nd nat Revealing Treaſon againſt an Earthly King, be a Crime of a high Na- 
ihe. much more it is ſo, to ſee the MAJESTY of GOD affronted, and CHRIST'S. 
BLOOD tramp'ed upon, by a Generation of Inſolent and GOD daring Sinners, 
Md not to do what we can, for. repairing, of his G!oiy, by the Repentance and Pa- 
ent of ſuch open Rebels againſt Heaven. Further, if any Man wrong our 
Bod Name? What-Zeal Will we ſhew to get Reparation, by Infor ming them who. 


4 


En do us Juſtice? and ſhould we not much more ſhew that Zgal for the Honour 


Erery Chriſtian ſhould give what Help he cap, in his Station, to them 
ho have Authority to puniſh; or, cenſute Scandalous Sinners, both to the Church . 
hd to the Mogifrats : And they who deny, or withhold their. Aſſiſtance, are 
ily. before. GOD, of hindering the good. Work of ſyupprefiing Vice, they, ſide 
wich che Devil, and do what they can, to defend and ſecure his Kingdom.: T ey. 
Jill 'not appear, as, they ought, for CHRIST and his Intereſt; And I wonder, 
low ſuch Perſons can pray, 75. Kingdom come, when they will not ſpeak a word: 
Sc CHRIST Kingdom, which conſiſteth in Holineſs, or againſt the Kingdom 
tan, which coabſteth in the Sins and -Immoralities that abound among Men: 
ere are two ways, that all Men, even private Perſons; may give Aſſiſtance to 
t with. a good Conſcience withhold, vix. INFORMATION and WIINESS- 
SEARLNG,every oneoughttoinfe:m of what ſcai dalcus Sins come to their Know- .- 
ge, when this Information can any way contribute, to bring the Offender to 
We Cenſure or Puniſhment: There be too. many, ho make little or no Conſci - 
e of this Duty, cha“ it be nothing contrar) to the Love of our Neighbour, (as 
Bm: pretend) we may ſhew Hatred to his Sin, and yet Love his Perſon; Yea to 
Werlook his Sins, and let him. go on in them, without a Check, is really to hate 
and to be cruel to his Soul, as it were, to let your Child die of a Sare, ra- 
| ter than to put him to ſome Pain in dreſſing it. The. SPIRIT of GOD. calleth 
EHatred (not Love) to.our Brother, to ſuffer Sin upon him, Levin, 19. and-17, 
not teclaim the Sinner, 


eb we are guilty of, when. more private means can 
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auch yet we will not uſe this laſt Remedy. Beſides, if any think, tft eveh al 
ſure Or Puniſhment is not like to reclaim the Obffinate Sinner, we ſhould, in ig 
Caſe, ſhow Love to the Church, and to the Nation, rather than to ſuch à pf 
fligate Perfon, who is a Plague to the Society where hie liveth, by corrupting © 
chers, and bringing the Judgment of GOD on himſelf and the Land: It is Cruel 
ty to the Publick, to ſpare ſuch an one, who ſhould either be reſtrained, or ral 
en away from doing more miſchief. The negle& of this Duty proceederh from 
a want of due ZEAL for GOD, and againſt Sin: And indeed, this is the mel 
frequent Cauſe ot it, the ſlight thoughts that we have of Sin, and the mean Ap 
prehenſions that People have of GOD, his Glory, and of his Diſpleaſure again 
Sin, is the Cauſe; why People can ſo eafily bear with it, and do ſo little to ge. 
it ſuppreſſed, fee. Pſal. 50. 18. and 21. Gr. Tndifferency+ and Luke-warmneſs is 
GOb's Matters, and even about what he moſt hateth, to wit, Sin, is the Sin an 
Plague of this Generation, it was foretold; Mattb. 24. and 12. and we ſee if 
come to paſs. One great Cauſe, why People are fo backward to aſſiſt the Magiſtrat 
or Church, in bearing down Immerality,” is becauſe the Name of an INFORMER 
Hhath been very odious: But this Scrouple is built upon a Miſtake of them, whe 
mind and look to words more than things. It is true indeed, it hath always been in 
famous to inform againſt our Neighbour of that which is good, and for ſerving 
- GOD, or doing his Duty, that ſo - good Men may be puniſhed for Righteruſnejs (akt 
by perſecuting Rulers, or à corrupt Chureb, or to Inferm againft any out of Malite, or fog 
ſelſſu or ill Deſigns, ſuch an Informer was Doeg, whom David re proveth, Ffal. g 
and r. But nothing of all this, ſays any thing againſt formers of the Crimes of 
WIHORE-MONGERS, DRUNKARDS, CURSERS; SWEAR ERS, SABBATHS 
BREAKERS; G&c. that the Glory of -GOD, and our Holy: Religion; may bel 
vindicat, that: groſs Sins may be curbed, that the Church and Nation may have 
ſome what, at leaſt, of the Out- ſide of Religion; Is it a gcod Conſequence, Ma 
giſtrats ought not to puniſh Men for- Welding: Therefore, they ſhould puniſh 
no body for ILdoing? It is as bad an Inference, to fay, it is odious to inform as 
gainſt one for Praying; or Hearing the Word, therefore we ſhould not inform al 
gainſt our Neighbour, for Curſing and Swearing, and other groſs Immoralities, 
But its like it may be ſaid, ke, ſhould we thus endeavourto fuppreſs Sin? 
Anſwer 15. The Love of GOD ſhou)d engage to this; Sin is the moſt Odious thing] 
to God: Therefore if we. regard Him, we ſhould la our to get it removed-obg 
of His ſight, that it may not provoke Him. He will not dwell in a ſinful Soul 
or Nation. As we.deſire him to dwell amongft us, let us labour to rid the 
Land iof Wickedneſs, if a Man whom we Love and: Reſpect be to come to o 
Houſe, if we know any: thing that is Odious or Loathſome to him; or that wil 
give him Offence, we will be careful to remove that out of his fight; much more 
ad beds ſo to the Glorious and Holy GOD, it we-wou!ld.have Him to dwe 
in the Land. See Deus 23. and I-Jlñßꝛĩỹ⸗éæ.ͥ £6 
24h. Our abboring of Sin, ſhould engage us to this Duty; every one wd Hat 
a. due Deteſtation of Sin, will find it a net efſaty Duty that he cannot ſhzkerofff 
And it is evident, That Peoples ſlackneſs in this, eee he e s 
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in whatever may advance his Glory, or prevent his Diſhonour: Whatfoerel 
Ty ouble, Hazard, P ains, or Coſt it. may infer ., let nothing hinder us from do 
Aug him. Lede ß 40 75 14-15 18.3: 
. '6thly, Tbe bleſied Effects of ſuch Endeavours, ſhould engage us to uſe them with 
all Care and Chearfulneſs ; we may expect that the Lord will. bleſs Endeavourd 
(. where they are honeſtly uſed ) towards the deſired End: He hath in a goo 
meaſure Bleſſed the Endeavours of others, and we hope he will not be wantinj 
to ours: And Oh! what-a lovely thing were it, to ſee PROPHANENESS 
Baniſhed from Streers, Mercati, and ſee it hunted out of Corners, to ſee bold Sin- 
ners ſtanding in awe to Sin, to ſee Drankards, Whore Mengers, Curſers, Surrarerg 
Sabbath breakers, &c. Reformed: To ſee Godlineſs mote in Requeſt, and opeg 
ſins Univerſally abhorred : And tho we ſee not what we deſite this way, yer it is 
encouraging when we ſee any to appear for God, that He hath a Patty in the 
Land, who ſo long as they own him, he will own chem: And if we ſhall ſee ng 
viſible Encouragement (which God forbid) yet we are ſure, that fuch honeſſ 
Endeavours ſhall bring a Bleſſing on them and their Families, Who make Cons 
ene of them % Ng 
= ' 7thly. The fearful Effects of Sin and Immorality uncurbed, ſhould awaken all of us 
to mind this Duty; it will aſſuredly bring on the ruine of the Nation, we mult 
ſet our ſelves to _—_ it, or it will deſtroy: us: Even the Godly are like co: 
| ſhare in the Ruine, eſpecially if they have not been Zealous againſt it, and for 
the Lord. It is like to have theſe ſad Effects, if oyer-took'd," Ng, It will grow e 
The Devils Kingdom, is not like to fall of it ſelf, neither will the Wicked in the 
World readily weary of beer, and Reform themſelves, unleſs ſometliing be 
done to ſtop them in their Carceer te Hell, and put them to conſider on their 
ways: Its true, the Lord can deſtroy . the help of Man, 
hut he. uſually worketh by Means: Do we not ſee one Nation worſe than ano 
$ ther, the Prophet obſerved it in his days, Fer. 16. 111 and 12. and fo may we 
in ours; yea, this Malady will not yield to ſlight Remedies, but will rather en? 
3 creaſe, unleſs Potenc, and effectual means be uſed, All that we can do, will be 
too little, even by way of Means: Alas? we have fad Experience of this: A* 
floodgate of all manner of Wickedneſs opened, ſince ma ny of us may remember, 
and of late, means having been uſed to ſtop us; but to ſmall Effect: It hath ra- 
cher grown upon our hands, and will do ſo ſtill, unleſs we be awakened to ſex i! 
about this Work more chtoughly and in good earneſ t. 
But after all chat is ſaid, I Know it has always been the Method of Satan and © 
his Accomplices, eo oppoſe the Reformation of Manners, ſo ſoon as aimed at by, 
any; ſo at this time eſpecially, as ifhellit felf were broken looſe in defence of 
Impiety, che profane Debauchees in this City and elſewhere, foreſeeing what is 
like to befall them, from the hand of Juſtice, by a ſtrict Execution of Laws s- 
gainſt Immorality: And finding no ſhelter for their Villany, under the ſhadow * 


j of our Religious and Faichfull Magiſtrats, they pay” that though Magiſtrats 
Were never ſo Zealous and Faithfull, they cannot puniſh Vice unlelz they know 
bor ic, and get Information chereanent, And if Informers be wanting, ns - 
1 Re £ 5 © ; Z . = _ a is f 
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nom und conſequenly the guiley cannot be puniſhed, but muſt needs e⸗ 


pe: Henes they judge it greatly their intereſt, to Diſcourage and Repreſent 
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mers as ill as they. can, kno wing this will be the way to-Tear ſome an 
N Datel, Md iris lad, that fuch Debanchees ated by daran, telling e 
Pester belfeved, than the Servants of God telling Truth according to His * * 
And Therefore to let the World ſee the unreaſonableneſs of NOTION, ” os 
thought fit to inſert ſuch of them as have come to my knowledge, and 8 
4 de bel ous Objections and groundleſs Reaſons, why ſome Refuſes, ang ſhifts | 
heir gioing eee 9 * Pun ment 
banane and Immoral Perfons, are chiefly theſe following, as, 
tobe an Informer, and the Name Informer is thought ſcandalous 1 
Wy by: many. To hich it is anſwered, That this is moſt ground = - a | 
Wood Men, upon ſerious Conſideration, will rather judge him unworthy of that | 
EEhiracerthar ig this Caſe, will not a&-che part ot an Informer: WIT any 
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eo prevent the Rui 


and imt Courſes being not only prejudicial to, but wholly deſtructive of all 
! 2 toes it is int the part of every one, be what he will, to In- 
m againſt the Prophane, unleſs they think tlie Name and Pr ofeffon of a Chri- 
8 au below them. Or will any ſay, That 1. is unbecoming that Character, in a 
| "IF gration, to diſcover and Inform againſt the Incendiary : Or, when being 
Aulted by a mad Man, not to inform of the Matter, for the preventing future 
ad to himſelf and others. Now ſinful Courſes. may very well be compared to 
hee: And certainly, he rather deſerves the Character of 4 Gentleman, 'a good 
WEhriftian Neighbour and Countrey Man, whe, in Oppoſition to the impious 
Je ſame, and that not only by, Information, but alſo by Witnefs- bearing, when 
led co it, and that upon Oath: It is a glorifying GOD, when we call him to 


1 
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ö hun Witnelling out of Favour to a Scandalous Immoral Criminal, whon telling 

Fr ge Truth may contribute to the bearing down of Sin, is eo ſerve the Devil "bmi | 
ontributes to hold up his Kingdom, and deny that Service that is due to G D: 
Put to {wear falſely, to conccal Wickedneſs, is Atheiſm, and a horrid Abomina- 
ion in che Sight of GOD, which. he will not ſuffer to go unpuniſhed. But to 


one will think, the Name of an eee een when their ay bee d 
eil is concerned: He who dilateth a Thief or a Robber, or can give any In- 
acmacion ol Theft, Robbery, and uch. like, is Commended: by all, and Con- 
| 


| 7% CRE "4h ; 3 e Ar Coe eins Anil ite than ht no 
ned by none, but « Fool, a mad Man, or Socii Criminu, and its thoug | 
t ce, 2+ be an Informer and Proſecutor in ſuch Matters. Andis there the leaſt 
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| | it is t tleman, to do what he can, 
Have the Face to ſay, That it is not the part of a Gentleman, to do what he can, | 
ehe! id of the Community to which he belongs, and whereof he is 
Aember, and to inform againſt theſe, who are Deſtroyers thereof? Surely not, 


irneſs to the Truth, we being called to it by them who have power; and to 


þ Emake this Objection utterly impertinent, nd. of no force, T further reply, That 
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bn, chat it ſhould be:thought ſo, where the Cauſe of God and Religian i- 
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dalous by any but profligate Perſons 0 


f Prophane 


2 
=h ate made to puly 
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allg. Ic is Objeaed,, That Informations may be the accalion, of Diſcord al 
Diviſion among People. To this I Anſwer briefly, As it's falle to think # 


and wel 
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8 Fury of lewd Men: This if duety confidered, is but of fmall Moment in the 
feem of any Soul, Elevared beyond the pitch of the Timerous and Cowardly 


ye) 
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or the baſer ſort of Men: What, fall the Fury ot inſolent Rage and Vio- -- 
Wee of lewd and exaſperat Ruffians, affright and deterr from Duty ?' Would 
Er Threats affright any of us from ſeeking our Own of them in a legal way, it 
by of them were reſting to us Money or Goods, by Bond or other wiſe: Are 
e ſuch debaſed and daſtardly Souls, as not to Own and adhere to our Intereſt, 
pr Religion, yea our God: Or, are we ſuch mean born Slaves, as to crouch un- 
ſo baſe à Burden, and ſuffer our ſelves, our Religion and Laws to'be tram- 
A under foot by the vileſt of Men; Do we want the Benefit and Protection 
Lass, or have we Iniquity eſtabliſhed by a Law 2 No ſure, bleſſed be God 
| is otherways: And ſince we have GOD. the Laws of tbe Land, and all truly 
dod Men upon our ide, we have all the Reaſon in the World to be Encourag- - 
W to make abrave, ſtout and generous Reſiſtance to the bravading Threats and 
Pnaces of Heaven-daring Miſcreants, which, if given way to, \will unhinge all a 
Wocictics and deprive us of Liberty, Property, and every thing valuable in a 
Wortd. Is it not then more Eligible according to our Baptiſmal Vow, and o- 
Wer Engagements to Act the part of Valiant, and Brave Souldiers, under the 
onduct o Chrilt, the great Captain of our Salvation, ſhewing a Valourous 
bd undaunted Courage, when the Cauſe is every way ſo Good, and the Reward 
eat; eſpecially ſince there can ſcarce an Inftance be given in Hiſtory, Sa- 
d or Prophane, that any have been brought to an unhappy End, in ſuch an 
Weroick Quarrel 3 Neither have any ever. regrated their being Combatants 
this Holy War, who if they attain not te Trophies of Victory here, fail not 
= wear Lawrels of Praiſe hereafter. As to the ſecond part ofthe Objection, [Of 
ak expoſed to the Ridicule and Derijion of fo 3 well Henning and good Men.] It is 
Mnſwered, As we need not value any Ridicu © anck Detiſſon we can be expoſed _ 
for ſo good a Cauſe, ſo I cannot but Grieve, that this ſronld be ſaid to come 
n the hands of ſuch as do bear the Nami of good Men, and do admire the 
Wiiplicity of ſuch Gentlemen, to ſay no worſe? Do they think we are fond of be- 
We the Objects of lewd Mens Rage and Fury, or do they fancy we are Ambi- 
ot che Reproach and Obloquy we are daily expoſed unto, upon the account 
WF oppoſing Vice? Is it not as Natural to us to ſeck after Eaſe and Quiet 2s 
is for them, and have we not an equal Claim to the Love, Commendation, 
Wnd-Applauſe of the World; And may they not be as eaſily attained by us, as 
Wy chem, if purſued withthe fame Ardency and Fervour of Spirit? Are we more 
We Enemies of Mankind, as theſe who Connive and Laugh at their Wickedneſs, 
ae looſe Reins to their Licentious Practices? Or will any beſo Cruel, 


-and-Unfare to us, as to think we appear againſt Vice out of Malice and 
the Vicious ; Or, can they imagine that we have any pleaſure in 
d Witneſſing before Humane Tribunals, and confirming our Evi- | 
es by. folemn and Sacred Oaths ? No ſure, This is moſt unpleafant Work 
Wd very far from being our Choiſe ; But while we ſee our ſelves under a Neceſ- 
ef viewing Vice in its moſt Monſtruous and formidable Shapes, and having 
err gteat Grief, heard the Sacred and Holy Name of our God, Torn . 
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ended by the Blaſphemous Months of Wicked Men, and his Laws violat 

ſuch every moment: And ſince the Spirit of God tells us! plainly, Levi, g. 

the beginning, That if a Soul bear the Voice of Swearing, or know of it, if be 4 no 

utter is, tben he ſhall bear bis Iniquity: We judge it our Duty in Conſcience, ou 
Intereſt, yea our Honour, to Inform of fuch, who have no regard to the ven 

| rable, Sacred, and Tremenduous Majeſty of the GREAT GOD, whoſe we pro 

fels our ſelves to be, and whom we ſerve : And if any will but duely ponder it 
i: ãs the greateſt of Cruelty and Folly to ſuffer ſuch to gounpuniſhed ; Yea, th. 

unerring Spirit of God, Levit. 16, 17. Calls it, a hating our Brother in our Hear 

and bearing of Sin for bim, as the words, Nos ſuffering Sin upon bim, may be all 

rendred from the Original Text. From all which ic will appear, That to Inforn 

againſt the Immoral and Vicious, is Honourable, Equitable, and Charitable 

And if this be unworthy of any bearing the Name of a Gentleman or good Chriſti 

an Neighbour z. or ifit deſerve the Ridicule and Mockrie of ſerious Men, I lea 

af e ffn Tp 6 

4517, But its ſaid by ſome, That the Wald ſo Bad, and Evil Mem fo Reſolut 

that there & little hope to do much good this way, Men may make ( ſay tbey) a Di 

ſturbance among their Neighbours, and get their ill Will, and perhaps meet witl 

, ill Treatment; But the World is not like to be much Mended, or Bettered, H 

8 ſuch Methods. For Anſwer, This is indeed ſpoken like thoſe,” who do net cart 

| - whether the- World be Mended, or not, and whoſe Principle it is; to let it goia 

jt will. But it becomes us to enquire, whether, to be thus Unconcerned abe 

our GREAT MASTER*s Will and Honour, be to act like a Chriſtian, who is 

be the Light of the World, and the Salt of the Earth, and to go about doin} 

Good: We muſt indeed expect to meet with much Oppoſition; but our ORA 

himſelf bore the Contradiction of Sinners, and we need not think it hard, & 

ſuffer a ſmall part of that, which He himſeif was pleaſed to undergo. We he 

great Reaſon to think, That Men may be wrought upon, by theſe Endeavours- 

ours: The preſent Shame and Puniſhment, is very apt to raiſe in them Serios 

Thoughts, and cauſe them to bethink themſelves, as we know it has done 

many, finc2 theſe Methods have been uſed. However, ſuppoſing that man) 

the Perſons we Inform againſt, are not really Mended:intheic Hearts, but do df 

ly outwardly abſtain, from being publickly Prophane and Immoral, yet even 

this Mean, we do Honour to our Profeſſion, by ſhewing, how much ir Di 

countenances ſuch Practices; And we keep Men from publickly Diſhonourit 

it, (who do, as it were, bid an open Defiance to GOD, and his Laws.) al 

may prevent National Judgments. It is a great Service to Religion, to ſuppre 

Scandalous Sins, which greatly affront and endanger it. We may indeed Þ 

- ſomewhat injured in our Worldly Buſineſs, which L dare ſay will not be mull 
but ſhall we: prefer a ſmall Temporal Intereſt, to the Honour of GOD? S 

we be contented; to ſee his Religion abuſed, his Authority defied, and his Lal 

. diſregarded, for fear of loſing ſome little Tempocat Gain by it? To ſer ſac 

Value on the Things of this Life, may be Worldiy Prudence: But.where is 

Chriſtianitꝝ all. the while, which GI us, not only to- leave Houſes and Land 


— 


* * k 1 . F 7 8 * 
— * * 5 : 4 a 


re all-Chriftians eo remember, That in this Matter; they have: to do with. the 
Weat and-Terrible GOD, whoſe Honour is to be preferred, and whofe Wrath 
*o be feared, before all other Conſiderations whatfaever. And are we not 


3 


Spmmanded, Heb. 13. x7. To.obep chem. who Rule over us, and, Ram. 13.15. Ta Ie 


Saſcience, diſobey ſuch Lawful and Juſt Commands.of/our:Wperiors? No ſure- 
What times do we live-in, when its thought to be acting the Buſie-body, to 
ein that which ought to be the deareſt to us of all things in the W orld, vix. 
and of the Horrid and. Notorious. Scandals which, are brought on our moſt: 
wy Profefion, by that Impiety which. is ſo general amongſt: us? Are we not 
Lonvinced of the imminent Danger we are in, by: out many Provocations againſt) 


Went, to endeavour: to put a Stop to the Current of Vice and Prophaneneſs, which. 
ſo much Scandal, and brings us into ſo mucli Diſgrace and Danger. We 
chen think it as much Pragmaticalneſs, to endeavour: to quench a Raging 
or put a Stop te the Infection of fome Contagious Diſtemper. Fhe Ho- 
ef GOD is what, as Men, and as Chriſtians, we are :beund to maintain. 
eannot, when that is concerned, remain Indifferent, and keep our Ifmo- 

e at the ſame time. We muſt not then be affrighted from doing our Duty, 


* 
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f 
Sich and laſt Objection that I have met wich, That by: paniſping rboſe, 
un Drinling Houſes ot. Unlawful and Unſeaſonable Times, and Suppreſſing Di 
Fee, the Ning Exciſe and Revenue will be Leſſened, is ſcaree worth anſwe- 
dice beſides that, its an Affront to His Majeſty, to ſay, That he would 
is Revenue enereaſed by the Sins of the People: It is certain, That the 
eountable Multieude of Ale-Houſes Impoveriſhes many more than it En- 
Ad it weuld be remembred; That many of. theſe Ale: Houſes, eſpecial- 
s, Back-Lanes, and down. Cloſſes, are kæprby the Meaner and. Baſer 
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ect unto the hig ber Powers, fee alſo. 1 Pes. ., 13. 4 nd. can we, with a good: N | 
, GOD and Religion Arg we not yet ſenſible of the:greatMiſchief that is 


moſt High? If we were, wie ſhould not ſurely think it Pragmatical or Imper- 


e Accaunt of being raputed Forward and Buſie. Its a good Oblervatiom of one, 7; 
chat Man has his Religion hanging very looſe about him, that will be 
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Fort of People, (moſt of them hor Dagan) ahi apc mH. Receptſe tic 
Whores, Thieves, and Idle Vagabonds, Refstters of Stollen Goods, at1d wh 
much Sin and Wickedneſs is Committed, and therefore ought carefully *to þ 
look'd after, diſcouraged, and their Number diminiſhed: And may not the E 
erxeaſe of our Poor be, in ſome meaſure; aſeribed to the Enereaſe of Ale-Houſt 
within theſe few Tears? Now there are none, but muſt own, That where thi 
Subjects of a Kingdom are Poor, there the Revenues vannot be ret. 
On the whole, I would beg all, who read this Paper, to conſider, Wherhdd 
as the Sworn Ser vants of GOD, they are not obliged to vindicac his Honour 
Whether they ought not, as Chriſtians, to endeavour the Salvation of all Men 
And whether, as Subjects of che State, in which they live, they are not oblized 
to obey its Injunctions. And then to reflect, whether, by Refafing to Appeal 
in the Cauſe of "GOD and Religion, and to Act, as if we had no Concern of 

us for our Brethren, and to Excuſe our ſelves, from putting in Execution 15 
Laws, which are made to'ſecure chat Refpect which we ought'to pay ro GOP 

and his Laws, be not to Renunce theſe Obligations, and to Ack contrary te 
them. If it be, you are ſurely to be blamed, and not they, who take Care 8 

Act anſwerable to thoſe Obligations, which they are under. The Truth of it js 
We have, for the moſt part, been fcandalouſly Remifs,and Negligent in this Matt 
Had the Profeſſors of Religion expreſſed the ſame Zeal and oncern, and bee 

as forward to appear for it, as its Enemies have been to appear againſt it, I dag 
lay, Vice and Impiety had nor riſen to ſuch a fearful Height. G D be thank 
ed, we have the Laws of the Land on our fide, and have now Societies of Pe 

ſons here, and in feyeral other parts of the Nation, who have ſhown the Worls 

their Zeal, in promoting the Execution of theſe Laus, and have had there 

ſome Succefs ; And had we generally, but as much Courage in theſe thing 
which concern GOD and Religion, as in thofe which concern out ſelves, wi 
ſhould not ſee ſo many appear ſo publickly againſt them, and might fill hope 

fee happy Days. But, Ah! Its a certain Sign of our Degeneracy and Corruprighl 
when ſo great a Clamour is raifed, againſt the Attempt of a Reformation of the iq 
Enormities, that there are no Moe ready and willing to join in this good Work 
Religion has been Treated as her Maſter was, in being Crucified berwixt her 's. 

pen Enemies and ' her'Falfe. Friends. But I hope, for the time to come, thi 
Friends of Piety and Goodneſs, will have a little more Courage and Reſolutioh 

"BB fo as not to be afraid, to appear againſt thoſe, who bid Defiance to them, Be 
E breaking through rhe Bounds of all that is Sacred, Civil'andDecerie; And char of 
| Miniſters of the Goſpel will put Men, and eſpecially fuch, as hays Oaths and Truff 
upon them in'thefs Marters, in Mind of their Duty herein. For to be aſhameli 
in this Caſe, is highly Criminal, and unworthy of a Chriſtian, to permit "1 
Name of GOD, whom we are bound, by the moſt Sacred Ties, co'treat wit 
the ut moſt Honour and Reſpe&, to be Vi ified and Pr ophaned, is at on toR 1 
proach the Publick, and our ſelves, it is an odious Scandal 40, Chriſtiags 4 _ 
that which cauſes the Revilings of its Enemies, to permit GOD's Ling Bk off 
Iy to be Neglected, but to be openly Affronted, when its bly in our power i 
| EO, Gy | J EO Pre 
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a we bring great Odum on our ſelves, to refuſe to appear, whe 
eis Occaſion, on the behalf of what we profels the greateſt Regard for. 
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flicted on a People, Encouraging and Practiſing Impiety + And till we Repent 
and Reform, we need-not expect one Hours Security from the fly ing Arrows of 
Ob Judgments: For even, while this Paper was a printing, we were all A- 
larmed by a Fearful Fire breaking out -1n the Land-Mercat, which hath Con- 
Amed and laid Waſte a great many Houſes and Goedly Buildings, and Ruined 


any Creditable Families, haviag this Speciality in it, and Additional Stroke 


Toung and Old, were Burned Alive in the Flames, Children Skreeching for their 


Parents, and Parents Cry ing out for the Loſs of their Children, notwithſtanding; 
ahis judgment was ſent down from Heaven at Noon - time of the Day, which one 


would think, might have prevented all Surprize : And beſides, what a frjghtful 


ESpeaacle was it, to ſee Men and Women, berwixt Hope and Deſpair, throwing. 
themſelves out of Windows three or four Stories high, to Eſcape the Fury of the 
EElames already Flaſhing in their Faces. And here we muſt lay our Hands upon our 

FMouths,our Mouths inthe Duſt, and ſtoop before the Tremenduous Juſtice of GOD, 


aud to the Myſterious Conduct of Divine Providence; The Sovereign LORD of the 
World(the Rigbtecus Judge of all the Earth making the Righteous to ſuffer with the 


8 


uno wonder, that even a Holy David, while a Sinner, cryes out, P/al. 1 19. 120. Ay 
| very "Fleſh trembletb for fear of thee, and lam afraid of thy Judg ment. However „This is CEſ= 
Sxainly another Mark of GOD's heavy Diſpleaſure againſt this Poor and Sinful. 
iy, which hath not, as yet, taken Warning from former Strokes, ſo as to RE- 
gration, Which threatned to tufn dur whole City into Aſhes; that a Jealous: 
b mult be provoked, to ſurprize us yet with another of the ſame Nature ? 
Shall we, as it were, oblige the Almighty ſtill to Proclaim. his Law, accompliſh. 
Wis Threatoings, and write our Sins in Fire and Flames, and to make us feel that: 
Which we will not believe? Our former Miſeries, eſpecially of late, are ſo ob- 
ons co all, that we think it needleſs here toEnumerat them, the ſmarting Ef- 
W245 wheregf.cannot eſcape. the Obſervation of the moſt, ſtupid Galli among us. 
Wh wil notbing bring our Sins to Remembrance, when the. Arrows of, God are ſticking faſt 


er be the Inſtrumeats of our Woe, it is God that ſends it, it is He chat does it) 
Ball we neyer come to have à due Regard but to this one Scripture, Levit. 26. 
ze will not be Reformed by Ms by theſe things but wiil walk contrary. unto Me: 
lnd VerC. 27. Andi e will not for all this bearken unto. Me, but will al contrary un- 
en. ail] walk. contrary unto Jou alſo in Fury, and Ii, even: 1, will. Choſtice: 


em chat thoſe Judgments may not fall upon us, which are threatned to be in- 


to former Fires, That, by This,ſeveral Perſons loſt their Lives, ſome whereof, both 


Wicked, and to ſhare deeply in the common Calamity, ſome of his own Faithful Ser- 
as, who were, and [till are near and dear to E im, having loſt all they had, as to Earth- 
= Comforcs,and eſcaped like Job, as it were, with the Skin oftheir Teeth; So that 


SPENT and REFORM, What! Hive we already forgot the late dreadful Con- 


here hin. us, bis Hand preſſing us ſore, and we Conſumed'by the Blow of bis Hand? (What e- 


es will 1 allo walk contrary unto you, and will puniſh ou yet ſeven times for your SINS, 
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May we all then be Inſpired with ſuch a Zeal, for the Honour of GOD and y ö 
[Religion, and the Salvation of others, as to take all Oppoitunities to advance : 
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ſieems reſolved to continue in Puniſhing ; And let ug not think it ſtrapge that ic 
" F + Houltd be ſo, eſpecially in Scotland, a Land of great Light, Clothed with rang. 
Voi, Solemn and National Engagements, And now, ſince we have left our 


his Houſe, for his Intereſt, and againſt all manner of Sin and Wickedneſs, is like | 


_. after venture to Cenſure or Reflect upon HONEST INFORMERS '( perhaps as 


ed 
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| e not Rom this clearly fee, That Wl 
PEOPLE continues in Sinning, even as long God! 


FIRST LOVE and ſince the Holy Fire of ZEAL for God, for his Glory, for 
to wear quite out fromamongſt us; Is it any wonder He is ſending us Fiery Me- 
ſengers of another kind, andall to Awaken and Rouſe us out of our woful Le 
' thargy : But bleſſed be God, all are not aſleep ( elſe our Caſe were altogether; 
deſperat ): There are not a few, we hope, who do take the Allarm, and do be- 
gin to look about them, to Conſider their former Ways, and to Repent of for- 
mer Sins; ho likewiſe ace endeavouring in their reſpedive Stations, to 

get REFORMATION advanced in the Hearts and Lives of Others; And we 
reckon it our Mercy, that ſuth happy Inſtruments are any way Encouraged and 
Supported by Authority, and by the Laws ofthe Land. Therefore we will not 
Imagine (eſpecially upon the back of this repeated ſtroak, ) that any will here⸗ 


good Gentlemen as themſelves ) who now begin to ſee a greater Neceſſity then 
ever, to raiſe the HUY and CRX after the SIN and WICKEDNESS of the 
Place and Land we live in, and to ſearch and find out thoſe ACHANS, who are the 
ptocuring and provocking Cauſes of this, and all other Judgements inflicted upom 
us by a SIN- REVEN GING - GOD. We hope likewiſe, That by this, MAS 
STRATS and JUDGES will be yet further ſtirred up, and Animated witk 
ZEAL and RESOLUTION to puniſh VICE, and to find out the VICIOUS. 
J0 Conclude then, after all that hath been ſaid, from expreſs Scripcure, 
plain Reaſon, urgent Neceſſity, and true Chriſtian Policy in Vindication of ſuch 
WORTHY INFORMERS, and che neceffar Duty of dilating theſe guilty off 
Immorality and groſs Scandals:It may be rationally expected, That all and every 
one who pretend to any thing of the fear of God, and true Sy mpathy with the 
Periſhing Souls of their fellow Chriftians, will ſpeedily and readily Appear, and 
offer their timeous Affiſtance in this great and neceſſar Work, wherein the Glo 
ry of God, and our own publick Safety are ſo eminently Concerned, and thae 
all who love our Lord Jeſus Chriſt in Sincerity, will Unite their Force, as ong 
Man in their reſpective Stations and Capacities, whether Private or Publick, ia 
the Help of the Lord againſt the Mighty, againſt a Mighty and Raging Devi, 
his Mighty and Malicious Agents, the Mighty and Impetuous Torrent of” al 
kind of Abominations overflowing all its banks, as it were in ſpite of both God 
and Man: Let all who are, or will joyn, on the Lords ſide, appear Sudden 
and Reſolutely, without Feud or Favour, againſt ſuch bold Heaven-daring Sig 
ners: What? Is not even Miſpriſion of Treaſon agaiaſt an earthly Kina 
as Thinted already )reckoned Capital, and puniſhed by Death ? and ſhall-wal 
dars to be Guilty ofConcealing and not Revealing of High Treaſon again I 
' GREAT GOD, who E King of Kings and Lord of Lord, Our God get all, Bla 
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